
 
River Court, Mill Lane, Godalming, Surrey, GU7 1EZ  

T: 01483 521 950   

The Rt Hon Lord Goldsmith 
Minister of State 
Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs 
 

Sent by email 

11th March 2021 

Dear Zac, 

I’m writing following the introduction of the Pig Husbandry (Farrowing) Bill to Parliament, this week, 

by Sir David Amess MP. 

We note the recent report in the Times, where “government source said it would act this year to end 

their use”.i Compassion welcome this statement, which is a significant step  following those 

previously made by the Prime Ministerii and Ministers within Defraiii in support of a phasing out of 

these systems.  

The recently published pig welfare code recognises that “The aim is for farrowing crates to no longer 

be necessary and for any new system to protect the welfare of the sow, as well as her piglets.” 

When we met with you in September 2020, we discussed the issue of phasing out the use of 

farrowing crates and moving towards free farrowing systems. Our letter of 28th September 2020 sets 

out much of the detailed research in this area and I will not reiterate it here. I will simply highlight 

that it shows that not only are outdoor or free farrowing systems significantly better for the welfare 

of the sow, but also that piglet mortality in these systems can be as low as or lower than in crates. 

The phasing out farrowing crates for all sows across England could be done without the need to find 

parliamentary time, as Government can ban the use of crates under the existing welfare regulations. 

Although we would of course be delighted if Defra were to adopt the Bill presented by Sir David 

Amess and bring it into law. We urge you to now take the necessary steps to end the use of 

farrowing crates, with a reasonable phasing out period, and protect the welfare of around 200,000 

sows confined to these systems each year. 

If it would be helpful to meet again and discuss this issue further, I would be very happy to do so. 

Sincerely, 

 

James West 
Senior Policy Manager 
Compassion in World Farming 



 
i Joanna Lumley leads pigs to freedom in win for campaign against cages, The Times, 6th March 2021 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/joanna-lumley-leads-pigs-to-freedom-in-win-for-campaign-against-cages-
m7gpddhpz  
ii https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-30/debates/EE676E39-9A59-47E9-B17A-
E7D8FB1A2D11/Engagements#contribution-FD7A36F3-6DB6-4486-BFA0-940B60130500  
iii https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-03-16/debates/F202C256-6D35-44DE-A059-
90999F045572/CagingOfFarmAnimals#contribution-9442BDF2-72C5-4369-AA57-331FE07AC2E7  

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/joanna-lumley-leads-pigs-to-freedom-in-win-for-campaign-against-cages-m7gpddhpz
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/joanna-lumley-leads-pigs-to-freedom-in-win-for-campaign-against-cages-m7gpddhpz
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-30/debates/EE676E39-9A59-47E9-B17A-E7D8FB1A2D11/Engagements#contribution-FD7A36F3-6DB6-4486-BFA0-940B60130500
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-30/debates/EE676E39-9A59-47E9-B17A-E7D8FB1A2D11/Engagements#contribution-FD7A36F3-6DB6-4486-BFA0-940B60130500
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-03-16/debates/F202C256-6D35-44DE-A059-90999F045572/CagingOfFarmAnimals#contribution-9442BDF2-72C5-4369-AA57-331FE07AC2E7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-03-16/debates/F202C256-6D35-44DE-A059-90999F045572/CagingOfFarmAnimals#contribution-9442BDF2-72C5-4369-AA57-331FE07AC2E7

